The No. 7 Water Truck

Although Contestant's maintenance foreman Oberg asserted that
the brakes needed "minor attention", he did not dispute driver Gonzales'
report that they "were bad", and he conceded that the brakes were poor.
He confirmed that the parking brake was inoperative and had to be replaced,
that one of the front wheels had a chipped bearing which had to be replaced,
that new brake shoes were installed, and that the dump brake would not
hold the truck on level ground.

Mr. Oberg confirmed that the water truck was a converted haulage
truck and that the drivers were reluctant to drive it on a hill because
it had poor brakes.  He conceded that the brakes were in need of repair.

The driver of the truck, Charles Gonzales, confirmed that when the
truck brakes were tested on hills they would not hold, and when he applied
the foot brake at a speed of five to ten miles an hour the truck would not
stop and just kept rolling.  He also confirmed that the retarder and
park brakes, when applied, did not slow the truck, and that the park
brake would not hold the truck on a hill.

Mr. Gonzales confirmed that after the brakes were repaired he
could hold the truck on hills and felt safer driving it.

The No. 10 Haul Truck

Mr. Oberg confirmed that after the truck was cited and taken out of
service, the driver and a mechanic drove it and found that the brakes
were not working properly.  He also confirmed that the truck had two
faulty master cylinders which had to be repaired, and that the faulty
cylinders would affect the brake pressures.  He also confirmed that the
parking brake needed to be adjusted, and that all of the brake linings
were replaced even though they had three-quarters of the linings left.

The driver of the truck testified that when the truck brakes were
tested on the hill they would not hold the truck.  He also testified
that the service brakes and retarder would not hold the truck at three
or four miles an hour and that the dump brake was not working properly
because the truck would move forward when loaded with the brakes applied.
He confirmed that the brakes would not hold when they were tested on the
level with the engine idling,

The No. 18 Haul Truck

Mr. Oberg testified that this truck was an old secondhand truck
and that when the brakes were checked the left wheel cam shaft that
rotates the brake shoes and locks the wheel was worn and was beginning
to freeze up.  He indicated that these conditions would affect the ability
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